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ELTON—A. 


iT was an advertisement in / 
the “New Musical Ex- re. 


press “ that originally led to) 


the chance meeting and | 
subsequent multi-million =~ 
dollar collaboration of Elton = ~~~. 
John and Bernie Taupin. ere 
That must have been all of three See. 
|__-years ago. At a time when Elton Mian 
; John (nee Reg Dwight) was look- 9 
ing for ia scicist to put the words ne 
to a batch of songs that he’d writ- . 
ten — and a frail, fresh-faced Lin- ~~~ 
colnshira lad called Taupin was 7. 
senne, the services of a sym- =~ 
pathetic composer to complement 
his reams Of poetry. kite, : 
With this in mind and hope in 
their hearts, they both replied to 
an advertisement placed by Lib- ~~ >= 
erty Records which offered fame 9“ 
and fortune to naive unknowns, beac 
“Well,..as it turned out we 
didn’t ‘sign with Liberty, but we = ————___ 
did arrive at the conclusion that ; 
{ Reg and I were both musically 
i compatible, ”’ Bernie began, while 


i apologising for his late arrival for 
4 our interview due to the wonders . i 
of British Rail. 
“At that time, I was writing 


some very banal stuff and Reg was 


i 
‘| writing straight commercial 
\ pop tunes. The first things that we 

did weren’t very good at 1 I t 
| ali. . - our hearts just weren’t in 


NEW MUSICAL EXPRESS 


GREAT ROCK 


971 


a «Actually . you wouldn’t 
believe it :f you peara that early 
stuff, it’s really corney and I sup- 
pose quite funny now. Thank 
goodness it’s locked away in the 
vaults.” 


Fruitless year 


His only concession was a _ Bernie is not quite sure. However, pirations , whatsoever of also that have appeared in print about makes him ieppy it’s fine by me. 


After a year without producing sweat shirt that he was wearing he is content in the knowledge hecoming a performer. Elton’s on stage cavortings prove “You eon those snide 
anything that gave them any under his leather jacket. Lighting that their rapport has resolved “T very much doubt if I’ll ever to be a source of irritation. remarks *When will Elton 
semblance of  self-gratification, a cigarette and casually thumbing itself in such a successful do any public appearances,” he “Pm pleased for Elton because John get some dress sense? ” 


they both agreed that the omy through the week’s pop press, he unity... his conclusion being: confessed, continuing this line of I personally feél bim to be a talent Mr. Taupin’s frank opinion being 


way in which they could yield any au is ens 2 one Ta he that some of the less informed 
e when 
wrong concept of him. 

“What particularly annoys me 
is that the so-called ‘in crowd’ 
who were continually predicting 
great things for Elton are now 
knocking him since he’s become 
big... it really is a sickening 
state of affairs. 

“People say why does he have 
to do rock and roll and wear all 
those funny clothes . . . but 
that’s Reg. He’s an eccentric in 
the nicest possible way. If it 


positive fruition from their newly 
formed. partnership was to use 
their own discretion and write for 
themselves. With the result that 
the much covered “Lady 
Samantha” and “Skyline Pigeon” 
were the very first songs that they 
were proud to put their respective 
names to. 

If Elton John is the out- 
rageously attired extrovert of the 
duo, them Bernie Taupin must 
clearly be thé complete antithesis 
_ Of pop imagery 


gave an insight into the somewhat “I assume it’s the fact that we conversation. 


Pleased 


“Pm quite happy with the wav 
things are. My only interest is in 
If Elton get’s all 
limelight then that’s all right with 


bizarre method in which they both 
work — for apparently they never 
actually compose a song together. 

“\ts always the case of me 
writing a set of lyrics, then pass- 
ing them onto Elton who, after 
studying them, fits a tune ‘around 
them . . . it’s as simple as that. 

ie Funnily enough it works quite 
well ... most of the time I’ve 
been very pleased with the out- 
come.” 

As to why this particular 
method should work so well, 


are both completely opposite to 
one another in our respective life- 
styles.” 

While Elton has gone on to cap- 
ture the limelight on both sides of 
the Atlantic as the pérforming haif 
of the team, Bernie is quite con- 
tent to sit back in the solitude of 
the countryside and let his alter- 
ao > get on with the splendid job 

selling their songs. 

coe Ite displaying any signs of 
discontent or frustration; he 
openly admits to having no as- 


If his admiration for Elton as an 
artist is without restraint, then his 
displeasure as to some of the 
uncomplimentary 


critics. are continually on a power- 
trip. Even if they do like some- 
thing, they won’t openly admit it 
— its all down to being super- 


cool. 

“I believe Reg to be a really 
great rock artist,” he stated 
adamantly, in defence of Elton’s 
talents. 

“A lot of acts just play rock to 
end their show, because the plain 
truth is that their act didn’t go 


(Continued on page 14) 


packson Five are one of the most 
fantastic groups ever. They have 


sm ee 


rtaining and "a new style and that Michael is W 
full of variety which is just a nat- Ba outasight, I tell you if I was his 
ural reflection of their enthusiastic MARTHA REEVES (centre) with VANDELLAS SANDRA TILLEY age again and he came along . . we | 
— outlook on life. (left) and LOIS REEVES. Boy .. . I'd really be scared.” is ti 
think I’ve fails 
since I’ve Th 
Jetroit, but “* for 
here, ae girls, 
luring the * * ten 
rior: books, In Particular, my Grand- This i 
one oe father .. . who I take after. Bernie thus 
eid Beas “In this environment I have Some 
SU oHE ‘he always led a tranquil life and I’ve time 
p off the got no desire to changé it, That’s to, t 
a the way = may Pve never had any urge to son and Sh She 
erform ... P. it t Bro: ide 
y ae off (Continued from page 3) cowboy songs. Hay in the renee pee ing. aS may. 
@ back in “Most of those songs were Besides his work with Elton, “Tt will he very musical as wel who 
| peaceful, down too well, and so it’s a good written about the same time 4s Bernie e i > S poetical. It’. ie 
om it all old reliable stand-by, the material on the ‘Elton John’? sa children's Book ant eon? 28,POetical. Tvs not as. though I 


write a children’: k and ie said to the ici: ite son 
estored.” “But people like Elton, Leon album. As they all seem to fit into ren’s book and som Musicians write song 


Z ‘. Poetry, all of which he indicated to those lyrics . . . it'll be more 
> in with Russell, Pete Townshend and 4 certain pattern we decided upon would ‘bi 2 


a as © very simple. of an overall mood. 
ment. Steve Marriott play rock all the using this as a concept. “The trouble today is that “One side is called ‘The 
here are time. As a complete Contrast, he gave people try to read too much into Greatest Discovery’ and basically 
fantastic. “The reason why Elton goes an insight as to how the theme of _ too little. Personally, I get a great it will be about 4 child’s realise 
the BBC down so well in the States is due their current hit single “Your deal of s. 


J atisfaction from reading 
est things _ to the fact that apart from being a Song” was instigated, “That song books like ‘Lord Of The Rings,’ born. Leading into the child's reat- 
the band good entertainer, the audiences was meant to have been written ‘Winnie The Poo’ and ‘Wind In tion to the world about him as he 
the music Over there are far less inhibited. I by someone who hadn’t written a The Willows’. . . but you'll 


develops into his early teens. | 
think that over here, people are song before and didn’t know how always get somebody looking for have i 


tion of a younger brother being 


Ml : li si to confess that it’s biogrs- 
ected to- Still trying to be so ultra-cool. The to write. Though it’s a basic love hidden Meanings and dark under- _phical.” 

“Forget next time he goes back to America song it's not supposed to be tones.” With two albums and a single it 
fered the he’ll be phenomenal.” = naive . . . I suppose it’s very per- It could well be that Bernie’s the NME Chart, the score for @ 
Fema When perusing the excellent il- sonal.” x Planned excursion into the world new film ‘Friends’ imminent and 
prriss arid lustrated book of lyrics which ac- However, the Old West isn’t his of 


d _ West is children’s reading will be as a his own solo venture near to com 

id 2 Jor eens 5 aed : Hee me sree of create inspiration, Nie of his great interest in pletion, Perle Taupin still remains 
nection ” an lose = con! ‘or he went on to relate, m very Orse and Scandinavian the unaffected ane 

arture Of - Vithin the gate-fold cover of the involved with childrens etlcenenta 


i mythology ...a subject. which swered an advertisement three 
ate “Elton John” album, one im- books .. . from Tolkein to C. S. he finds most enthralling. years ago and discoverek his 
‘fo, bat mediately . hecomes aware that” Lewss.” 5 Content in the knowledge that vocation. ‘ 
for us. Bernie Taupin is a writer of Admitting, “I live in a fantasy the John-Taupin —_ collaboration To this end, his main objective 
‘recordea finite imagination and percep- world « 3 Lm not very realistic. 1 has ‘met with international at the moment is to get a house in 
Tecorded: > ition 5 never read papers or listen to the acclaim Bernie’s only _con- the solitude of the Linco! ¥ 
We like As from where he draws his in- news, To be quite honest, I can’t cession to perfo: will be in countryside where he can = 
ceva Creed Nene ae take! politics and pee the the frm of a solo album. his consummate talent without 
bviously jeweed onnection’ was some- lways seem live in the “Though I ine welcome distraction 
thing that I'd always wanted to do, world of the book that | happen gh I could never imagin traction. A tal 


myself writing with other than which if carefull, nurtured 
ice that for I have always been most inter- to be reading. I Suppose it’s Elton, I eat doing an alban en- develop into one of the most im 
and The ested in the history of the Old because I was brought up in the  tirely on my own. But it’s com- portant assets in the genetic 
iffin are West. In a way, I suppose you country and on my Mother’s side pletely different in concept ‘as to evolution of contemporary British 
2 draws could say that they are just there were relations who wrore - music. 


